Getting Connected: E-mal

There are several ways that you can access the mail which is sent to your D.C. FreeNet account. Which of the methods
you use should be a matter of which is convenient and suits your needs best.

Mail Forwarding

The first option is to have your FreeNet account “forward” its mail to your regular dial-up account. For example, let’s say
I usually access the Internet through an Erol’s account with the E-mail address jeffcarl@erols.com. My FreeNet domain
is called www.richmondfree.net. | can notify help@dcfree.net, and they will make sure that all mail which comes to any
address at @richmondfree.net is automatically forwarded to the account jeffcarl@erols.com. That way, | will see the mail
each time I log in and check for mail normally. This option does not require you to change any of the settings in your
mail-reading program of choice.

Note that the “mail forwarding” method can be split up in several ways. For example, | could request that all mail going
to any address @richmondfree.net be sent to jeffcarl@erols.com and jcarl@servint.com. Or, | could say that mail sent to
info@richmondfree.net would be forwarded to jeffcarl@erols.com, and all other mail sent to any other
@richmondfree.net address would go to jcarl@servint.com.

To request mail forwarding, simply contact us at (703) 847-1381 during business hours, or send E-mail to
help@dcfree.net. We can also answer any questions you may have about what is possible with mail forwarding.

Telnet Access

You can access your mail on your D.C. FreeNet by initiating a Telnet connection, logging in, and using a program like
Pine to read and send mail directly from your account. For information on using Telnet, see the next section; for infor-
mation on using Pine (and other Telnet commands), see the Servint Virtual Hosting User's Manual, where it is covered
in depth.

Note: The only way that you will be able to send mail from your D.C. FreeNet account is by sending it through a Telnet
access session as described here. To prevent unscrupulous Internet users from using our servers to send junk E-mail
(“spam™) through, we have set up the FreeNet server so that only users coming from “inside” the system can send mail
from it. This is not to say that you can’t respond to mail sent to your domain; it merely means that if you download your
mail to another account (as described in the Mail Forwarding section above or the POP Access section below), any mail
you send out will come from that address, rather than the address of your
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A third option is through direct “POP Mail” access of your FreeNet
account. This requires a little work with configuration, but is probably the
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For the following example, we will describe setup for reading mail using

the Netscape Communicator 4.0 web browser/E-mail and news client. B 150

This software is available from http://home.netscape.com, and is available

for Macintosh, All versions of Windows, and some versions of Unix. Since Selectlng Netscape Preferences [Macmtosh].
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Fig. 6: Setting up “Identity” Preferences, Netscape for Windows.

A mail window will pop up. If any additional
dialog boxes pop up, showing errors or asking you for information, close them by clicking each of their cancel pushbut-
tons.

From the mail window, click the ‘Edit’ menu at the top of the window, then select ‘Preferences’ from the bottom of the
drop down menu’s selection list.

A new ‘Preferences’ window will pop up, containing a ‘Category’ listbox. Within this listbox, the selection, ‘Mail &
Groups’ will be highlighted. If it is not for some reason, click it until it shows a sub-list of choices.

Begin configuring your client by clicking the ‘Identity’ selection under the ‘Mail & Groups’ listing. To the right of the
‘Category’ listbox will be entry fields for the related options. See figure 6 for an example for entering information. Enter
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Fig. 9: Netscape Communicator 4.6 allows you to specify multiple POP servers.
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